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HISTORICAL RELICS ON TOE ^ A T  

WESTERN ROAD.

by
FRANK WALKER.



E x c u r s io n is ts  w i l l  p roceed  b y  8.27 a .m . train to  W o o d f o r d ,  S a t u r d a y ,  
M a y  20th. S e c o n d  class return  t ic k ets ,  4/5

I n t e n d i n g  visitors are a s k e d  to n o t i fy  the  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e ir  in tention  to 
t a k e  part  in th e  E x c u r s io n  not later than Saturdap, l(TCap 113, so th at  o n e ,  
or m ore,  c o m p a r tm e n ts  m a y  be reserved in the  train (see a tta c h e d  s l i p ) .

It  is re quested  that  e a c h  v is itor w il l  br in g  r e fr es h m e n t  for one p e rs o n ,  
w ith  d r i n k i n g  vessel.  L u n c h  at “  B u l l ’ s C a m p ”  1 p .m .

Objects of interest to  be inspected at Linden and Woodford.

( L e a v e  tra in  at L in d e n .)

1. S i t e  of C o x ’s b r id g e  on o ld  l in e  of road, n e ar  L i n d e n  S tat io n  

2 G r a v e  of  C o n s ta b le  D o u a g h u e ,  shot  by b u s h r a n g e r  K i n g .

3. R e m a in s  of  old  B a th u rst  R o ad,  near L i n d e n  S tat io n .

4. K i n g ’s cave ,  u sed  b y  b u shr an ger  K i n g  and  others.

5. “  C a l e y ’s R e p u l s e ”  M em oria l .

6. D a r k  cell,  near m ain  road.

7. S e c t io n s  of  C o x ' s  road, S y d n e y  to B athurst ,  c o n s tru c te d  in  1814.

8. “ B u l l ’s C a m p . ”  F o r m e r ly  o ccu p ie d  b y  road  g a n g s .  T h e
c o n v i c ts  w ere  g u ar d e d  b v  a squad of  the  80th R e g i m e u t ,  u n d e r  
C a p t a in  Bull.

9. D a r k  cell  and “  F l o g g i n g  s to n e .”

10. W o o d fo r d  House. F o r m e r ly  in use as h ead qu a rte rs  of  th e
m i l i ta r y .  A f te r w a r d s  a  noted hotel , k n o w n  as “  B u s ’s I n n . ”

11. S i t e  of C o n v ic t  S t o c k a d e ,  near W ood ford  House.

12. S i t e  of  b u i ld in g  w h er e  the  T r an sit  of  V enus,  was observed in the
Se ve n tie s .

13. R e tu rn  from W o o d fo rd  S tat io n ,  5.13 p.m.

N o t e .— A r r a n g e m e n t s  w i l l  be m ade for a th o ro u g h  in sp e c t io n  of  W o o d fo rd  
H o u se .  T h e  area  to be c o v ered  by w a l k i n g  w i l l  not e x c e e d  5 m iles ,

1916
10 the Hon. Secretary,

Australian Historical Society,
Education Department, Sydney.

Dear Sir,
Please enrol rny name as an intending ex­

cursionist fo r  the outing on Saturday, May 30,

JV'ame

“Excursion to "Tin&fcn and X#oo6for&. 5ttay 20. 1916.

Address
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" The Fir s t  Bridge erected West o f Emu Plains.Sentr.12.1814"

Extracts from William Cox's Journal

Notes September 12: -"No person on sick llst.Contln-
The bridge was com- ued with 10 men to get on at the bridge and 
menced oiS August 29. pass u t i l  Thursday,when I t  was completed a il

but the hsnd=ralls and battening the plants.
.............1he bridge we have completed Is 80 fe «
long,15 feet wide at one end,and 12 feet at 
the other; 38 feet o f i t  is  planked,the re ­
mainder f i l l e d  up with stones. The face from 

This rocky b lu ff is  the b lu ff end o f th*e rock was about 20 feet 
situated on the southbefore we began the work. At the le f t  there 
side o f the line be- Is  a side wail cut from the solid rock. At the 
1X££K yond Linden right,where the ground is  lower,we have put 
station,but is  con- up a rough stone wall about 100 feet long,

which makes the pass to the bridge quite 8 
lane. I t  is  steep from the top o f the mountain 
quite to the lowere end of the bridge,a dls- 

whlch i t  is  composed tance altogether, o f about 400 feet. The bridge 
being used for the and pass have cost me the labour of 12 men for

three weeks............. I t  is  now coraplete-a strony
solid bridge, and w m , i  have no doubt,be reck­
oned a good-looking one by travellers that pass 
through the mountains"

siderably reduced 
in bulk by reason 
o f the material of

railway embankment.

I t  is  a singular c ir ­
cumstance that in a l l  
subsequent road making 
In this loca lity , there 
is  no mention o f this 
bridge. The Railway 
Departmental records 
f a l l  to speak of i t ,  
yet i t  must have been 
destroyed .Just prior to 
the construction of the 
embankment,which passes 
through the centre of 
the old bridge. F .l.

September 3 :- "Augmented the men at work on 
the pass at the bridge to 10,both yester- / 
day and to-day. The road finished to Caiey^ 
heap of stones. 17-j~miles" T i )

Cx) Note:- i'he s ite  o f this memorial 
l ie s  about one-third o f a mile from the 
"bridge", showing that portions o f the road 
gang were busy with the making o f the road 
whilst others were engaged on the bridge.
On September 13,another 3f miles of road 
were completed, the bridge being finished 
12,(making,in a l l , 21 miles o f road com­
pleted from the Ford at Emu Plains). F.W.
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(lne O ffic ia l History o f the First Crossing o f the Blue 

Mount&lns Centenary Celebrations.1913.-F.talker )

"Caleys Repulse"

The f i r s t  mention o f "Caley's Repulse" is  found in Blax 
land’ s Journal in the following terms:-".............at a l i t t l e  dis­
tance from the spot at which they began the ascent"(of the second 
ridge)"they found a pyramidal heap o f stones,the work,evidently 
o f some Europeans".

The next reference to the cairn is  contained in Cox's
Journal,where under date,Sept.3 (1814),he says:- " ........... the roa*7
finished to Caley's heap o f stones, 17?- miles".

In the following year Governor Macquarie and party ±k 
drove over the newly constructed road,and on Thursday,April 27,
(1815),Major An till records in his Diary o f the tr ip ,= ..................
about f iv e  miles further on,making eighteen in all=(from Emu For4) 
"we came to a very extensive prospect from a lo fty  spot where we
found a heap of stones ...........  to which the Governor gave the
nano of "Caley's Repulse".

Lawson's Journal,also contains this reference " ...........
ascended a high mountain west a t,north-west a i............. Jrom the
mountain we had a beautiful view o f the whole settlement..............
here we found a large heap of stones".

In a General Order,under date,^une 10,1815,Governor 
Macquarie speaks o f the position o f the cairn in the following
terms:-".............i t  is  close to the line o f road on the top of a
rugged and abrupt ascent".

The old N. Scales Calendars are a l l  unanimous in re ­
ferring to the cairn as "Caley's Repulse",one edition,published 
in 1834,adding,that i t  was "well known in the history o f the road

Extract from

Table of distances at which the cairn is  set down, 
measuring from Emu Ford,with the authority for each:-

Blaxland’ s Journal ............... 18f miles
Cox's Journal ................  17-f- ,,
Major A n t i l l 's  Journal . . . .  18 ,, 
N.S.Uales Calendars ............... 15£ ,,

The cairn was re-discovered,or rather i t s  remains,for only 
the lower® t ie r  o f  stones was in position-on September 6,1912,by 
a party o f members of the Australian Historical Society,and is  
situated almost In a direct line,and about thirty or forty yards 
approximately,north of the present 50th mile-post on the Great 
Western Road. Allowing 34 miles as the distance from Sydney to 
the Nepean River,this gives an approximation o f 16 miles from iJt 
banks of that stream to the v ic in ity  o f the cairn.
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"Bull's  Canro" .near Woodford

During the construction o f the present Western Road 
In the thirties,camps were formed by the soldiery in charge o f 
the convicts engaged in forming the road.

’’Captain Bull's  Camp" is  that cleared space o f ground 
on the right o f the railway line,proceeding westward,about mid­
way between Linden and Woodford,close to the 51st mile-post on 
the road. The remains o f the buildings formerly in existence 
have now dlsapperaed,but were quite v is ib le  a few years ago. The 
clump o f  aloes marks the soot where the Commandant's residence 
stood.

About seventy or a hundred yards due west from the dam 
in the centre o f  the cleared space,Is a "dark C e l l " , excavated in 
the rock,and some few yards north o f this Is a f la t  slab o f stone 
deeply scored with parallel lines. This is  known as the "Flogging 
-Stone” ,and the grooves were designed to prevent the executioner's 
feet from slipping,when adminsltering punishment.

On the high ground,on the opposite side o f the line, 
and facing the camp,Captain Bull's "arm-chair", and "bath",cut out 
o f  the solid rock formerly existed,but both these interesting 
objects were destroyed when the railway deviations were made.

The camp was in use for about two years (1834-5),and 
as the road progressed,It was abandoned for a spot about eighty 
yards beyond Woodford House,on the high ground to the right of 
the road. One or two graves of soldiers belonging to "Bull's 
Camp exist in the scrub to the north of the settlement,but they 
are d i f f ic u lt  to locate at the present day,.

Japtaln Bull was a s tr ic t  discipling^rian, and was 
attached to the 80th Regiment. He took a prominent part,under 
fia;jor( afterwards Sir Thomas) Mitchell,In the construction of the 
present road.

About 200 yards along the road,going west from the 
camp,on the right hand side,is a solid stretch o f masonry,con­
structed by the convicts as a buttress to the road.

The curve in the road to the le ft,Just before reaching 
the above spot,was the scene of many "Sticklng-up" cases,in the 
Forties and F ift ie s .  Here the coaches were bailed up by bush­
rangers, heavy logs being placed across the road in a position 
where they would be hidden from sight around the bend.

The original Bathurst Road,construe ted by William Cox, 
In the year 1814,may s t i l l  be traced for some miles on the high 
ground,to the south o f Bull's  Camp. This was in use for many years 
after the present road was completed for driving ca tt le  over at 
night.
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Woodford House.21 ae Mountains

■ p 'p 'w

Woodford House was erected In the early twenties,end 
In i ts  original state became the residence of the commanding o f f ­
icer in charge o f the road gangs. I t  is  substantially built,the 
walls in places being over two feet in thickness,and an extensive 
paved courtyard,containing a deep well,and flanked by outbuildings 
occupies a space at the rear. The long row o f lo fty  pine trees 
forming one boundary o f the orchard,show conclusively by their 
height,the comparative length of time that has elapsed since they 
were planted,and they are no doubt contemporary with the erection 
o f the building.

After i t s  abandonment by the m ilitary.the old house was 
turned into an hotel,under the name of the "King s Arms’',and was 
kept by a man named Buss,the loca lity  being known as Buss's. In 
the la te  f i f t i e s  when the Western Road was a scene o f great activ­
i ty ,  and bore endless processions of vehicles and wayfarers,* en- 
route to the Turon and other Gold Fields,the old hostelry was 
f i l l e d  with eager and excited crowds,and business was decldedley 
brisk. This was the only p i ace,other than those o f o f f i c ia l  d is­
tinction, where the Gold Escort halted on i t s  Journey to Sydney.

The la te  Alfred Fairfax bought the property from Buss's 
widow in the early seventies,and converted i t  into a provate res­
idence. He appears to have given the house the name o f "Woodford". 
The property subsequently passed through several hands,amongsy th© 
Mr Hague Smith,who added another storey,and put the building prac­
t ica lly  in i t s  present condition. For many years i t  was used as 
an accomodation house,and was once the property o f Lord Roseberry.

I t  is  now in occupation by a Mr M'nanemy,and is  used 
as a scholastic institute for boys,under the name o f "Woodford 
Academy".
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11 Dono ghue1 s Greve ? Lig,i ea

Donoghue is  the name of a police o ff ice r  who was shot 
toy King,the toushranger,near the present s ite  o f Linden station, 
and touried on the place where he f e l l .  When the railway line was 
under construction,the grave was on the exact line o f survey,so 
the stone was removed and placed at the foot of the embankment 
on the north side,where i t  may now toe seen. The reamins were l e f t  
in the grave,and the embankment was constructed d irectly  over 
them.

" King's Cave”

This is  a natural cavern some distance north-west of 
Linden station,overlooking a deep valley. I t  was used toy the 
notorious toushranger,Klng,as a place o f refuge,anfl was so well 
concealed that he was atole to slip into i t  toy a path known only 
to himself,and l i e  hidden until the pursuit was abandoned. A path 
from the main road was formed, some years ago and present acess 
to the cave o ffers  no d if f icu lty .

(No te )- properly speaking, there were no police in these 
days,the force specially charged with the suppression of 
convict and bushranger outrages being drawn from the mil­
ita ry  regiments stationed in Sydney,and was f i r s t  estab­
lished in Governor Brisbane’ s time,1825. At the time of i t s  
establishment i t  consisted o f 2 o ff icers  and 13 troopers 
only,but in 1839 i t  had grown to a strength o f 9 o fficers ,
1 sergeant-major,156 non-commissioned o ff ice rs  and men,with 
136 horses,20 of the troopers being footmen. F.W.
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